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Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Jorden Schiff 

The month of November is here and the school year is 
well underway. Back-to-School Nights were held in 
each school providing parents with an overview of the 

academic year ahead for their children.   

 

The Hillsborough High School Raider Marching Band 
hosted their 25th annual Hillsborough Marching Band 
Festival on October 13 at Noonan Field. This is always 
an outstanding event enjoyed by all who attend. Thank 
you to parents and staff who volunteered countless 

hours to make this festival such a success each year.   

 

The district participated in Red Ribbon Week from 
October 22-26, 2018. The National Red Ribbon 
Campaign encourages the community to participate in 
drug prevention education activities and to pledge, “Life 
is Your Journey, Travel Drug Free!”. The Red Ribbon 
Proclamation was read by Board President Judith Haas 
at the October 8 Board of Education meeting to kick off 

the activities taking place in our schools.   

 

It was a pleasure to welcome new employees at the 
September 24 Board of Education meeting. Principals 
from each school introduced new staff members 
followed by a brief reception. On behalf of the Board of 
Education, welcome to Hillsborough and best wishes 

for a terrific school year!   

 

In closing, at the August 27 Board of Education 
meeting on behalf of board members, I introduced 

ideas about our strategic plan work and possible 
referenda. The presentation titled “Investing in Our 
Future—Beginning Conversations with the 
Community” reviewed three areas, 1) facility needs, 2) 
financial stability, 3) where we are with the strategic 
plan process and areas that would need community 

support.   

 

At subsequent board meetings, we continued more in-

depth discussion in these areas:   

 

● September 17—School Funding and State 

Aid Reduction 

● September 24—Facil i ty Eff iciency 

Standards (FES) and School Crowding 

● October 8—Referenda Timing and 

Community Input 

 October 28—School Security, Grade 
Configurations and March 12, 2019 

Referendum. 

 November 12—Full Day Kindergarten’s 

Impact on Hillsborough’s State Aid 

 

There is a dedicated section of the website to keep 
the community informed and gather community input 
each step of the way. Stakeholders can view board 
meeting presentations and see upcoming meeting 
topics. This is an exciting time for the district and 
Hillsborough community. We appreciate your input 

and participation in the process. 

Asst. Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes & Ms. Tracey L. Knerr 

Writing and Talking in Math? 

Who would have ever described math as a social 
subject? Well, as it turns out, in order to really 
understand the content, students need to be 
engaged in actively “doing” mathematics. This 
requires that students both talk and write about 

the mathematics they are learning.  

 

The exchanges of ideas and the thinking behind 
the ideas is equally as important as making 
mistakes and making sense of those mistakes. 
Learning mathematics at a conceptual level as 

opposed to just memorizing procedures or 
“tricks” for finding answers is critical. No longer 
are employers looking for people to perform 
calculations, but rather those who are able to 
think and reason mathematically and can solve 

real-world problems using mathematics. 

 

In her book, Mathematical Mindsets: Unleashing 
Students’ Potential Through Creative Math, 
Inspiring Messages and Innovative Teaching, Jo 

(Continued on page 11) 

https://www.htps.us/board_of_education/investing_in_our_future/recent_presentations


Amsterdam School Eagles began the 
school year with a pledge to “Choose to 
be Kind”. For the month of September, 
select teachers shared personal stories 
during the morning announcements 
which emphasized the value of being 
kind. Kindness will be the overriding 
theme of our Character Education 
Program this year. Stay tuned to hear all 
about our “Kindness Rocks” activity. 

 

Our Welcome Back Assembly was held 
on the second day of school. The school 
body took the time to welcome new 
friends, say hello to old friends and 
celebrate new beginnings! As a school, 
we vowed to play smart by following our 
school playground and recess rules.   

 

The Week of Respect took place from 
October 1 through October 4. During this 
week, students participated in activities 
which focus on R-E-S-P-E-C-T for others 
and anti-bullying strategies.  

 

Some of the activities included: 

 Wear Your Favorite Team Shirt or 
Colors to illustrate that at Amsterdam 

Elementary School, students and 
staff Team Up Against Bullies 

 Wear Your Favorite Sweats to 
relate that at Amsterdam 
Elementary School being a good 
friend is no sweat! 

 Wear Your Favorite wristband to 
demonstrate that, at Amsterdam 
Elementary School, students and 
staff band together to be 
respectful! 

 School Spirit Day - Wear School 
Co lors to  show that ,  a t 
Amsterdam Elementary School, 
we believe showing school spirit, 
shows appreciation and respect 
for Amsterdam School and each 
other. 

 

Our goal was to reinforce that at 
Amsterdam School we work together, 
accept each other’s differences and 
support the anti-bullying message.  

 

To celebrate Fire Safety Month, the 
primary grades had an opportunity to 
visit with the Woods Road Fire 
Company. The big red fire truck is 
always a hit with our young students! 
The firefighters delivered a strong 
message about fire prevention and 
gifted our students with coloring 
books. 

 

T h i s  y e a r 
A m s t e r d a m 
S c h o o l  w i l l 
center  the i r 
school spirit days 
o n  f a v o r i t e 
children’s books 
or story book 
characters. Our 
first spirit day 

was held on October 19, 
celebrating the coolest cat we 
know, Pete the Cat! (Pete the Cat: 
Rocking in My School Shoes by 
James Dean.) Students came to 
school dressed as cats sporting 
their cool school shades, buttons 
and shoes because… “It is all 
good!” All classes had an 
opportunity to collect spirit points 
to help them earn an end of the 
year reward!  

 

This year our students will be 
rocking in our learning shoes while 
enhancing our school community 
by rocking “kindness”! We look 
forward to have you stepping along 
with us! 

 

Amsterdam Elementary School—Dr. Mary Ann Mullady, Principal 
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Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal 

students identify what respect looks and 
sounds like, as well as ways to 
demonstrate respect to others, self, and 
school. Our Safety Patrol emphasized 
respecting everyone and treating 
everyone how you would like to be 
treated. We filled our STAR bulletin 
board with student names of those 
caught by staff being respectful and 
kind. With such amazing students, the 
bulletin board was packed in no time! 
 
October 31 was not only our Halloween 
parade but was an especially BOO-
TIFUL day in 1st grade, where the 
students participated in a grade level 
Monster Mash. The students cycled 
through a variety of Halloween-themed 
activities in math, literacy, and science. 
Did you know the largest spider can 
stretch its legs 14 inches? Our first 
graders do. (Fortunately, the Giant 
Huntsman is not venomous and does 
not live in New Jersey, much to 
everyone’s relief!) Several of our 
students shared their interest in spiders 
and chose informational texts in order to 
learn more. Other students preferred 
using shapes to make masks, learning 
the origins of Halloween, exploring 
similar traditions such as Día de los 
Muertos, practicing phonemes using the 
letters in Halloween vocabulary, and 
solving Monster Math problems. They 
all had a SPOOK-TACULAR time! 
 
As Hillsborough Elementary continues 
fundraising ef forts  for a new 
playground, two great activities have 
already happened. On October 26, the 
students participated in Stall Day, a 
chance for the students to stall their 
typical lessons and learn through play 
with their peers in class while the 
teacher counted up the change that 
they donated toward the playground.  
The more change that was donated, the 
more play time was allowed, with 

Our HES 
S T A R 
communi ty 
opened up 
the 2018-19 
school-year 
with our first 
communi ty 
outing to the 

Somerset Partriots’ game on August 30, 
starting off the year with school spirit and 
by rooting on our local team. Thank you to 
the staff, students, and parents who came, 
and a special thank you to Mrs. Meghan 
Valeo for organizing the event. It was 
wonderful to have the chance to see 
familiar faces and meet some of our new 
kindergartners who took advantage of the 
opportunity to make a special connection 
with HES before their first day of school. If 
you were unable to make it this year, we 
look forward to having you join us next 
year!  
 
The school year itself began by welcoming 
back our star-studded cast of students and 
staff, who walked a red carpet and flashed 
their best smiles like the stars they are on 
their first day back to school. 
 
On October 5, HES kicked off the Week of 
Respect with a Character Counts assembly 
starring our 4th grade Safety Patrol. Our 
student leaders helped our younger 

students bringing in board games 
and activities to share with their 
classmates. On November 1, the 
HES community participated in a 
Fun Run. Organized by Mrs. Sarina 
Rutz and with the help of our 
fantastic Home and School 
Association, this activity is tons of 
fun, active, and promotes healthy 
habits. Our students and staff 
created videos to promote the 
activity, which was a lot of fun, too.  
The Stars were fortunate to have an 
absolutely gorgeous, 70-degree, 
sunny autumn day to spend outside, 
which made it even better. For those 
who are interested, bricks can still 
be bought to support our fundraising 
efforts, and they will become a part 
of the walkway to the new 
playground. “Buy a Brick, Build a 
Playground, Leave a Legacy.”  
Forms are available on the HES 
website or through the HSA. 
 
As we enter the season of giving 
thanks, I would like to express my 
gratitude to the incredible HES Star 
family: 
 The wonderful staff at HES who 

works enthusiastically and with 
unbounded dedication each 
day, 

 Our students who make each 
day joyful in our halls and full of 
learning in our classrooms, 

 Our parents who trust us with 
their incredible children and do 
so much to support our school, 
and 

 Our HSA who works tirelessly to 
help our students build 
memories and reach our goals. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
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Sunnymead Elementary School—Dr. Tammy Jenkins, Principal 

Artful expressions of Haunted 
Houses 

By: Sunnymead 3rd grade students 

 

The 3rd grade students created a 
Halloween craftivity collaboratively with 
Mr. Dlugacz and his student teacher Mr. 
Irons. Mr. Dlugacz taught the children 
about tint, shading, how to make 
graduated colors, and concentric circles 
to paint the background of the haunted 
house. Then, the children and their 
classroom teachers worked on writing 
various types of writing. Students wrote 
poems, descriptive paragraphs, and real 
estate ads for the haunted house. This 
collaborative lesson was a fun way to 
combine the arts and literacy. 

Sunnymead Safety 

Sunnymead School got the year started 
with two safety programs. The local 
Hillsborough Fire Department visited our 
school during the first week in October. The 
students at Sunnymead learned about how 
smoke detectors work and the importance 
of changing the batteries. In addition, 
students were taught about practicing a fire 
drill at school and at home. Each student 
got a “high-five” from a firefighter who was 
fully equipped in their uniform. It was 
exciting to finish the program with a tour of 
the fire trucks. Thank you firefighters for 
visiting and for the fun goodie bags.  

 

The last week in October, was “Red Ribbon 
Week.” Sunnymead students engaged in an 
entire “spirit week” dressing up each day in 
a different theme to celebrate “LIFE IS 
YOUR JOURNEY TRAVEL DRUG FREE!” 
During the week, students learned how to 
take care of their bodies by making good 
choices. The week culminated with a 
canned food drive to support local families 
through The Samaritan Homeless Interim 
Program (SHIP). 



Page 5 Hillsborough Happenings Hillsborough Happenings 

Triangle Elementary School—Mrs. Lisa Heisel, Principal 

It’s hard to believe that November 
is here and the school year is well 
underway. The month of 
September flew by with Triangle 
students and staff getting back 
into the routine of school. The 
first day of school was a hot one 
and students did their best to stay 
cool in school! Later that week we 
braved the heat and celebrated 

with a Drop Everything and 

Dance! 

 

This year we are continuing 
our mindfulness practice and 
concentrating on responsibility. 
On October 1, we kicked off 
the Week of Respect with an 
awesome assembly featuring 
Duane West. Throughout 
October many more activities 

were planned, culminating in 
Red Ribbon Week at the end of 

the month.  

 

Triangle students participated 
in Pajama Day to raise funds to 
purchase a Buddy Bench, 
which arrived in October. The 
bench, an idea presented by 
Marielle Colipano, will be put 
outside by the playground so all 

children have 
somewhere to 

meet a friend. 

 

Grrreat things 
are happening 
this year at 
T r i a n g l e 

School! 

 

T r i a n g l e 
School..... It’s 

GRRRREAT!!!! 



The 2018-2019 school year is 
successfully underway! All 363 students 
arrived on September 6 to begin 
another wonderful journey at Woodfern 
School. Faculty and staff waited in 
anticipation as big and small Woodfern 
Roadrunners climbed aboard buses 
headed for the first day of school! 
Students arrived at Woodfern smiling 
and were excited to begin a new 
adventure. Students reconnected with 
old friends and began making new 
friends almost immediately. The smiles 
and laughter continued into the 
cafeteria during lunchtime and spilled 
out onto the playground! On September 
25 and September 26, Woodfern held 
its annual Back to School Nights. 
Parents came to meet with teachers 
and hear about all of the amazing 
things that our students will experience 

this year! 

 

Respect is a very important part of 
Woodfern School. On October 1, 
we began our annual Week of 
Respect with a school-wide 
assembly that was led by our 
counselor, Miss Register. Miss 
Register reviewed the meaning of 
respect and connected this idea 
with the lessons she presented in 
all classrooms. Miss Register 
reminded students about our Spirit 
Stick program and our Beep Beep 
Bucks initiative. Woodfern’s Home 
and School Association then 

provided a very special guest, 
Duane “D” West. Mr. West is a 
former professional football 
p layer and mot ivat ional 
speaker. Through the Bound for 
Greatness Program, Mr. West 
addressed bullying, self -
confidence, and dreaming big. 
All of our Roadrunners loved 
this program! We are off to a 
great start and we are all 
excited about the coming year!

   

Woodfern Elementary School—Mr. Steven Kerrigan, Principal 
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Woods Road School—Ms. Jodi Howe, Principal 

It has been a very busy few months at Woods Road 
School. It was a pleasure to meet everyone at our 
Back-to-School Nights. Our students have settled 
into the routines of school. They are making friends 
and building relationships with their teachers. 
Teachers have established routines and 
procedures and are committed to providing quality 
instruction while also making sure that our students 
are enjoying school. During this time, we assessed 
the students in math, reading, and writing in order 
to place them in appropriate groups for instruction. 
The faculty looked at last year's data and set goals 
for this year's school improvement. Grade level 
teams set goals for students’ progress and growth 

in all three areas. 

 
Character education continues to be a focus. In 
conjunction with our curriculum called “The Second 
Step Program,” our focus is on the six pillars of 
character education (trustworthiness, respect, 
responsibility, fairness, caring and citizenship). We 
kicked off our Character Education Program with an 
all-school assembly on October 23. Students and 
staff recited the Wildcat Character Pledge and 
learned about our first pillar of the month, Respect. 
Around the school, students consistently hear the 
school motto, “Show character each day. It’s the 
Wildcat way!” as it is used as part of the morning 
announcements. Some of the goals of our program 
are to promote positive behavior in students, strong 
role models in parents and teachers to build a 
community that works together in support of our 

students. 

 
F i r e 
P r e v e n t i o n 
Week was 
celebrated on 
October 9. The 
Hi l lsborough 
Township Fire 
Department #3 
visited our 

school to instruct our students in making wise 
choices during hazardous fire situations and 
educated our community about fire safety and 
prevention. Students and staff also took a tour of 

the fire trucks. 

 
During the Week of Respect and School Violence 
Awareness Week, teachers prepared lessons on 
bullying and held discussions with students on 
topics such as student diversity and tolerance. 
Students and staff participated in special theme 
days to show respect such as “Think Pink Day” 
where students and staff wore many different 
shades of pink and had the opportunity to purchase 
pink hair extensions in honor of Breast Cancer 
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Awareness. Month. Woods 
Road School raised $1,544. 
The most ever! Way to go 
Wildcats! Other themed days 
included “Mismatch Clothes 
Day”  because at WRS, 
students and staff accept each 
other for our differences. 
Classes also reviewed the 
school’s procedures for 
emergencies such as fire drills 
and lockdown drills, which will 
be conducted during school 

hours.  

 
Red Ribbon Week is an 
alcohol, tobacco, and other drug and violence 
prevention awareness campaign observed 
annually in October. This year, it was observed 
October 23 - October 31. Students and staff 
participated in theme days such as “Wear Your 
Shirt Backwards” to symbolize turning your 
b a c k  o n  d r u g s 
and “Wear your favorite sports shirt or jersey” to 
show that we are teaming up against drugs. 

 

On October 20, WRS families gathered for our 
annual Fall Family Festival sponsored by 
WRSHA. Students had fun visiting the fortune 
tellers, jumping in the bounce house, 

decorating pumpkins, and trunk or treating. 

 

Ms. Erica Katz, a speech therapist at WRS, 
shared that her preschool and kindergarten 
students with autism have truly made a 
significant impact on her life. She is grateful 
that she is able to play even a small part in their 
lives by helping each of them find their voice; 
but she wanted to find another way to give back 
to them, their families, and the community 
beyond Woods Road School. That's when Ms. 
Katz found that the organization, Autism 
Speaks, was hosting a fundraiser and walk for 

awareness. 

 
Ms. Katz registered a team with Autism Speaks 
called the 'Woods Road Wildcats," designed a 
tshirt fundraiser in which staff and families 
could participate and the support was 
incredible! On Sunday, October 14, in 
Princeton, we walked, as a school, as a team, 
and most importantly, as a family. From our 
principal, to our teachers, our classroom 
assistants and therapists, our students, and our 
family members, we walked with a purpose. 
 
We all had our own personal reasons for 
wanting to be a part of this team. For Ms. Katz, 

she walked to show that she believes our 
communities and schools should be inclusive, 
that all of our children with autism should be 
given the same opportunities as every child. 
She walked to educate others, to let them 
know that children with autism have a voice 
and need to be heard. She raised money to 
help fund research and medical discovery, to 
fund parent groups, and to increase the 
availability of accessible resources and 
services. We all had different reasons to walk, 
but she is confident that we all share these 
essential values here at WRS. Ms.Katz is 
proud to say that as a first-year team, we 
exceeded our goal and raised $2,268 for the 
m i s s i o n  o f  A u t i s m  S p e a k s ! 
 
The students with autism in our school truly 
have a special place in our hearts and make 
our Woods Road family complete. We are 
thankful and greatly appreciative of how open, 
accepting, supportive, and to put it simply, 
kind our WRS family is. Thank you to 
everyone for the support! We cannot wait to 

do it again next year. Go Wildcats! 

 
Woods Road School held its annual 
Halloween parade on October 31. Students 
dressed up in a variety of costumes, while this 
year's theme for staff was Emojis. Parents 
and family members were able to watch as 
we made two laps around the front of the 

school. 

    
I wish you and yours a beautiful fall season 
and a November filled with a little bit of candy, 
some good books, some delicious food, and 

memories to treasure. 

 

Woods Road School.....is cool! 



Auten Road Intermediate School—Mr. Christopher Carey, Principal 

essential household items to prepare 
for easy transport during a disaster. 
Students pledged to participate in the 
Pillowcase Project and received an 

American Red Cross certificate. 

Week of Respect  

D u r i n g  t h e  “ W e e k  o f 
Respect” (October 1–5) ARIS was 
pleased to welcome entertaining and 
educational performances for both the 
5th and 6th grade classes. Sixth 
graders had the opportunity to learn 
more about bullying and positive peer 
relationships by watching performer 
Robert  Hackenson,  J r .  in  a 
presentation titled Dynamic Influence. 
Fifth graders welcomed performers 
from The George Street Playhouse 
(New Brunswick, NJ) to see a 
presentation titled New Kid. The 
assemblies discussed the themes 
such as: conflict resolution, making 
good choices, and standing up for 
what is right. Thank you to the Auten 
Road Home and School Association 
for making these performances 

possible!   

 

Hillsborough Police Officers Visit  

On Wednesday ,  October 17, 
representatives from the Hillsborough 
Police Department visited with 
students during lunch and recess time.  
The time was set aside as a part of 
School Safety Week which places a 
special emphasis on being safe in 
school and in the community. A special 

American Red Cross Visits 

On Thursday, September 13, 5th grade 
students participated in a 40-minute 
American Red Cross Program, “The 
Pillowcase Project.” ARIS school nurses, 
Ms. Newman and Ms. Kolavitch, with the 
help of the physical education and 
instrumental music teachers, coordinated 
this event. The American Red Cross 
Pillowcase Project teaches children 
coping skills and tips to prepare and deal 
with emergencies. The program aims to 
increase awareness and understanding of 
natural hazards, and teaches safety, 
emotional coping skills and personal 
preparedness using three steps: Learn, 
Practice, and Share. Students learned 
how to stay safe in an emergency and 
empowered students to take action by 
practicing preparedness. Students are 
encouraged to share what they have 
learned with family and friends to help 
create a better prepared community. Each 
student received a preparedness 
workbook to guide them in their 
preparation for an emergency as well as a 
pillowcase to be filled with suggested 

thank you to all of the Hillsborough 
Police Officers who were able to visit.  
We appreciate all that you do each 

and every day to keep us safe!   

 

Ms. Sellar Named NJCSS Teacher 
of the Year 

New Jersey Council for the Social 
Studies (NJCSS) recently named Ms. 
Patricia Sellar as its Teacher of the 
Year. Ms. Sellar brings decades of 
experience to the classroom, where 
she currently works as a REACH/
Social Studies teacher at Auten Road 
Intermediate School teaching 5th 
grade U.S. history. Ms. Sellar is an 
innovative, thoughtful and veteran 
member of the social studies 
department who routinely exceeds 
expectations with her commitment to 
professional development, community 
connections, and activities designed 
to engage students. On behalf of the 
entire ARIS we congratulate Ms. 
Sellar on earning this prestigious 

award!   
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Hillsborough Middle School—Dr. Joseph Trybulski, Principal 
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HMS Student Council 
Dr. Trybulski recently congratulated 
Rishab Hari as the newly elected 
president of the HMS Student Council. 
Along with Rishab the following officers 
were also elected to the governing 
board for 2018-19: Vice President Matt 
Jones, Treasurer/Fundraising Chair 
Jesse Trujillo, and Secretary Akshil 
Sharan. The Student Council works with 
the school administration to develop 
school policies and social events that 
support student life at HMS. All of the 
candidates for office spoke to the issues 
facing the school and their vision for 
improvement before assemblies of the 
entire student body. The members of 
the HMS Student Council who ran for 
the governing board positions included: 
Ria Amesur, Sahana Desai, Atharva 
Katkar, Ava Leach, James Marvits, 
Krish Nambiar, Tejas Philipose, 

Anastasia Ramirez, Hansini Wadan, 
and Thomas Walega. 
 
Book Fair 
The Scholastic Book Fair visited HMS 
during the week of October 1st.  
Thanks to the work of Danielle Bojczak 
along with all of her volunteers from 
the HMS Home & School Association, 
the Book Fair connected students with 
hundreds of popular titles 
and great books while 
raising several thousand 
dollars for the school and 
free books for all of the 
literacy classroom libraries 
as well.    
   
Pumpkins for a Purpose! 
During the month of 
October, HMS Student 
Council sponsored a 

pumpkin decorating contest in 
homeroom as part of their campaign to 
raise money in support of the relief 
efforts for the victims of recent 
devastating hurricanes that struck the 
Carolinas and Florida’s Gulf Coast. 
The decorated pumpkins from each 
homeroom competed against one 
another in efforts to raise the most in 
donations along with a prize for the 
homeroom students as a complement 
to their contribution in helping HMS 
extend a helping hand to our fellow 
Americans in need.  



The 2018-2019 school year is off to a 
wonderful start! Our students, staff, 
and alumni have been accomplishing 
impressive things so far this year, 
which makes it even more exciting to 
see where the year will go from here! 
 
Our Raider athletes have be showing 
their cardinal and gold pride with 
several championships from our fall 
season. As of the due date for this 
printing, their accomplishments are as 
follows: 
 Boys Cross Country - Skyland 

Conference Champs (Coach Eric 
Rosenthal) 

 Girls Cross Country - Skyland 
Conference Champs (Coach Rich 
Refi 

 Gymnastics - Skyland Conference 
and Somerset County Champs 
(Coach Elizabeth Murrin) 

 B o ys  S o cce r  –  S ky la n d 
Conference and Somerset County 
Champs (Coach Eric Puma) 

Congratulations to seniors Curtis 
Chen and Smay Shah, each of whom 
has been selected as a semifinalist in 
the 2019 National Merit Scholarship 
competition. From a pool of only 
16,000 students nationwide, they will 
continue in the competition with the 
chance of earning one of 7500 
scholarships worth more than $31 
million in total, which will be 
announced in the spring. These 

students qualified based on their 
performance on the PSAT/NMSQT 
test taken this past year. In addition, 
this year’s Commended Students in 
the 2018 National Merit Scholarship 
Program, who scored in the top 
50,000 scorers of more than 1.6 
million students who took the 2017 
Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test, have 
been announced. Twenty-one 
students were recognized from HHS: 
Omkar Anaspure, Anurag Arasan, 
Shibi Balamurugan, Lindsey Baum, 
Rajas Chordiya, Nikhil Damle, 
Vincent Ferrera, Michael Huang, 
Shreya Kaul, Shridhar Parthasarathy, 
Meghan Patel, Shreya Ranadive, 
Aahna Rathod, Nirmal Sekher, 
Rohan Singh, Alexi Stadnitski, Dora 
Szegedy, Zachary Volpe, Laurel 
Walsh, El ias Winters,  Srut i 
Yanamandra. 

 
Last year's 
edition of 
t h e 
R a m r o d , 
the school 
yea rb ook , 
earned top 
honors in 
t h e 
C o l u m b i a 

Scholastic Press Association’s 
annual competition. The CSPA is 
one of the most prestigious and 
competitive contests for journalism in 
the country. The Ramrod was 
awarded gold medals and earned All 
Colombian Honors in all three judged 
categories, which means the 
yearbook was in the top five percent 
in each category from all entries. The 
yearbook is also in consideration for 

a Gold Crown Award (for the top one 
percent), with winners to be 
announced in January. In a separate 
adjudication sponsored by the 
Garden State Scholastic Press 
Association, the yearbook earned a 
Platinum award, which is the second 
highest possible rating, with very 
high marks in writing, design 
concept, and inclusion of the student 
body. Congratulations to advisor Mrs. 
Michelle Wetzel and the 17-18 
yearbook staff for this impressive 
recognition! 
 
During the course of their study of 
the Reconstruction Era in American 
history, students in Mr. Robert 
Fenster's, Mr. Robert Longo's, and 
Mr. Matthew Mosko's US History I 
Honors classes were challenged to 
create visual essays that drew 
connections between that era and 
issues later in American history that 
involved race or ethnicity. These 
visual essays were focused on five 
images the students chose that 
helped them articulate a particular 
perspective about topics like 
accusations of police brutality against 
people of color, discrimination 
against immigrants, and the 
appropriation of Native American 
culture. The best essays were 
featured on the website of the 
National Endowment for the 
H u m a n i t i e s  p r o g r a m  o n 
Reconstruction at the University of 
South Carolina.  
 
Mrs. Anjana Iyer and Mrs. Cathy 
Zavacki, co-teachers in HHS 
chemistry classes, co-authored an 
article entitled, “Intermolecular 

(Continued on page 11) 

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal 
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Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert (cont.) 

She was presented the award during 
the two-day festival, which also 
included a keynote presentation by 
John Kerry with Ann Curry. 
 
Every once in a while, we learn about 
some wonderful accomplishments of 
Hillsborough alumni, and we have 
yet another to share! Kaitlyn Irwin, a 
graduate of the HHS Class of 2014 
and recent graduate of Villanova 
University, has been awarded a 
Fulbright grant to serve as an English 
Teaching Assistant in La Rioja, 
Spain, for the 2018-2019 academic 
year. Serving as a cross-cultural 
ambassador, she is teaching in 
classrooms in an elementary school 

a n d  p u r s u i n g  s h a d o w i n g 
opportunit ies in her future 
profession of occupational therapy. 
For more information, check out the 
V i l l a n o v a  p o s t  o n  t h i s 
accomplishment. It is wonderful to 
see a Hillsborough education pay 
off and an alumna pay it forward! 

Boaler talks about the work of Conrad 
Wolfram who proposes that working on 
mathematics has four stages: posing 
questions, going from real-world 
mathematics to mathematical models, 
performing calculations and going from 
the model back to the real-world to see if 
the original question has been answered. 
This type of work is better done in groups 
and requires verbal and written 
articulation about the work and the 
thinking. In this setting, students must 
take risks, make mistakes and learn from 
those mistakes. Both Boaler and Wolfram 
state that stages one, two and four are 
work for the students while stage three is 
work for the computer. While mathematics 
in schools has yet to consistently reach 
this point, it is important to note that  
minimizing calculations maximizes the 
time students have to think and 

communicate mathematically. 

 

The New Jersey Standards for 
Mathematical Practice (SMP) define 
reasoning as the ability for students to 
explain their work. According to Boaler, 
reasoning is central to mathematics. 
SMP3 indicates that students need to 

construct viable arguments and 
critique the reasoning of others. The 
ability to do so requires both writing 
about mathematics and engaging in 
mathematical conversations. “When 
students see math as a broad 
landscape of unexplored puzzles in 
which they can wonder, asking 
questions and thinking about 
relationships, they understand that 
their role is thinking, sense making and 
growing” (Boaler, 2016, p. 34). As 
students come to understand their role 
as mathematicians in school, they 
engage with the mathematics using 
curiosity, connection, challenge, 
creativity and collaboration (Boaler, 
2016). Such engagement with quality 
tasks requires students to write and 

speak mathematically. 

 

Ultimately, mathematics education is 
undergoing an evolution in which 
students are taught in a way that 
narrows their  mathematical focus from 
a series of individual ideas to be 
memorized and rules to be followed, to 
a broader focus of solving real-world 
problems that help them discover and 

utilize the “rules” authentically while 

actually doing the problem-solving.   

 

So, in order to really understand the 
content, students need to be engaged 
in actively “doing” mathematics which 
requires students to spend time in the 
messy task of learning by making 
mistakes and exploring the reasons 
for the mistakes. Discussing different 
ways problems may be solved and 
maybe even defending the way that 
makes the most sense to them 
requires that students talk and write 
about the mathematics they are 

learning.  

 

Reference: 

Boaler, J. (2016). Mathematical 
mindsets: Unleashing students’ 
potential through creative math, 
inspiring messages and innovative 
teaching. San Francisco: Jossey-

Bass.   

Asst. Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes & Ms. Tracey L. Knerr (cont.) 

Forces and Phases of Matter,” which 
was published in the October 2018 
issue of Chem 13 News, a publication of 
the University of Waterloo. Their 
ongoing collaboration in the area of 
kinesthetic learning has resulted in 
publications and selection as presenters 
at several well-respected professional 
conferences where they can share their 
expertise with colleagues from across 
the country. 

 
Sophomore Emily 
Trujillo won second 
place award at the 
Morristown Festival 
of Books for her 
short story “Midday.”  
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Looking Ahead on the District Calendar 
Nov. 22, 23—Schools Closed 
Nov. 26—Board of Education Meeting 
Dec. 10—Board of Education Meeting 
Dec. 17—Board of Education Meeting 
Dec. 24, 2018  - Jan. 1, 2019—Schools Closed 
 
 

Please visit the district’s website, www.htps.us, for additional events and details.  
School open house dates and Back to School Nights will be posted in August. 

 

Life Skills—Mrs. Minda Maggio, District Coordinator 

Red Ribbon Week activities took 
place from kindergarten through 
high school and also included 
parent workshops and community 
events. Some of this year’s 
activities included decorating the 
schools with drug free messages, 
trivia contests and assembly 
programs.  
 
We also had the “I Can, You Can, 
We Can Be Drug Free - Canned 
Food Drive.” As part of Red Ribbon 
Week, canned food and personal 
items were collected from all our 
schools in the district. These 
donations were delivered to SHIP 
in Somerville where they will be 
distributed to families in Somerset 
county. Our Hillsborough families 
were very generous and we 
collected over 200 bags of food and 
personal items!   
 
The Red Ribbon Week Poster 
Contest is still open to anyone who 
would like to submit a poster. The 
poster should include a message 

about living a drug free life. 
Additional details are available on 
the district website. Please send 
all poster contest entries to the 
BOE by Friday, December 7th.  
The Poster Contest will be judged 
by members of the Municipal 
Alliance in mid-December. For 
more information, feel free to 
contact:  Minda Maggio at 
mmaggio@htps.us  
 
 Hillsborough Celebrates Red Ribbon 

Week Every October! 
 
Red Ribbon Week is the oldest and 
largest drug prevention campaign in 
the country. Our Hi l lsborough 
community celebrates Red Ribbon 
Week in October each year and we 
have been celebrating for over 20 
years! Red Ribbon Week serves as a 
vehicle for our community to take a 
stand for the hopes and dreams of our 
children through a commitment to drug 
prevention, education and a personal 
commitment to live drug free lives. 

http://www.htps.us/
http://www.htps.us/
https://twitter.com/#!/HillsboroughBOE
http://www.facebook.com/hillsboroughtownshippublicschools
http://www.youtube.com/user/hillsboroughschools
https://www.htps.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_791028/File/Hillsborough%20Township%20Public%20School/CURRICULUM%20&%20INSTRUCTION/Life%20Skills/Red%20Ribbon%20Month/2018%20RR%20Poster%20Contest%20%20Final.pdf

